Acting I

Mrs. Weber
www.claytonhighschooltheater.weebly.com
This class focuses on the craft of acting.  You will be working primarily on one character in depth so that you may learn what it means to really work on a part.  Because the majority of your work will focus on your “base character” it is important that you choose a character that you feel a strong connection to.  I will assign you each three plays to read, chosen for you.   Do not just skim them or just choose the character from the first play you read.  It is important you read all the plays carefully. 

You will be required to do the following:

· Complete one journal entry each week. They must be between 100 and 200 words. You may reflect on:

· What we did that day in class and how it affected you, what you learned. 

· A performance of an actor that you’ve seen recently, either live performance or film.  Should relate to class as well. 

· Read the plays that I assign to each of you individually and choose your base character by October 3. (20 pts)

· I – U Monologues (20 pts): Choose from a selection of short monologues and perform it as YOU, making the language your own. 

· Contentless Scenes (50 pts): Choose from a selection of short scenes and create the context of givens, actions, conflict and stakes. 

· Shared Monologue (20 pts): You will all be working on the same monologue from the same play together.  

· Base Character Monologue #1 – a 40 second monologue from your base character Play Analysis Worksheet below to be turned in with your monologue.  (50 pts)

· Base Character Monologue #2 – a 2nd 40 second monologue from your base character. Character Analysis to be turned in with your monologue. (100 pts)

· Shared Scene (50 pts): You will be working on the same scene from the same play together. 

· Base Character Scene #1 – a 2- 3 minute scene from either your base character or your partner’s base character  The Scene Worksheet to be turned in when you perform your scene. (100 pts)
· Base Character Scene #2  - the companion scene to #2a The Scene Worksheet to be turned in when you perform your scene. (100 pts)
· Final Scene #4 – This final is a new scene with new partners.  This is completely separate from the list of plays below and will be given out once Scene #2b is complete Play Analysis, Character anlysis and Scene Analysis to be turned in with final scene. (200 pts)
Grading: 

Weekly Process: 20% of grade (20 pts a week)


Being Actively engaged in class activities (5 pts)


Using rehearsal time effectively (5 pts)


Being ONTIME (5 pts)


Coming Prepared to Work (5pts)

Journal:  20% of grade (10 pts a week)


Length & Depth: appropriate length and thoughtfulness (5 pts)


Connections: make strong connections to our learning in class (5 pts)

Performances: 50% (510 pts total)

Final: 10% (200 pts) 




























































 

























































 




































































 































































 








 




























































 






























































 
















































 


























































 

























































 




































































 































































 








 




























































 






























































 















































 
























 































 

















 























 






















































 




















 



































 
















 

































































 













 
















































 Play Analysis Worksheet
Name of Play
Author
1. When was this play first written or performed?

2. What genre of drama is this play?

3. Describe the setting of the play. Include When and Where the play takes place. What is the significance to the action of the play of this particular setting.

4. Describe the two or three most important characters in this play: Include name, age, occupation or position in society, socio-economic background, ethical values, and psychology.

5. Who is the protagonist? Why? 

6. Who is the antagonist? Why?

7. How does the dialogue and language illuminate the character and plot in this play?

8. What is the driving force or major action of this play?

9. What events were happening in society at large at the time this play was written that might have contributed to the main action of the play?

10. What elements of spectacle (sound, lighting, music, special effects, costuming, setting) are included to make the play more interesting?

11. When, exactly, does the climax occur in this play?

The Scene Worksheet

Answer the following questions in a one page response. 
Structure:  

· Where does this scene fit within the larger plot structure of the entire play? 

· What function does the scene serve, how does it contribute to the action of the entire play? 

· Who are the characters in the scene and what is their relationship? 

 

· What happens in this scene? First use ONE SENTENCE to describe the major action.  Then do a more detailed analysis, including identifying major beats and actions: 

· What are the characters’ respective objectives in the scene?  

· What tactics might they use to obtain those objectives?  

· Divide the scene into units of action (beats), label the reciprocal action  with  5 descriptive titles to shape each unit in terms of rhythm and tempo.  

Character AnalysisWorksheet

Character name:

Age:

Occupation:

Background:  (family, environment the character grew up in, education, interests and hobbies.

Mental Characters:  (Intelligent?  Clever?  Dull?  Slow?  Average? Etc)

Spiritual Qualities:  (What are values, attitudes and beliefs?  Ethical codes?  Religion?)

Emotional Characteristics: (Confident? Outgoing? Shy?  Happy?  Poised?  Confused?  Nervous?  Cynical?  Timid?  Likes and dislikes?  Response to other people?  Temperment?)

Motivating Desire:  (What does the character want?  What is he or she trying to get? What are the obstacles in the way?  How does the character go about getting what he/she wants?)
External Characteristics:  (Posture?  Movement and gesture?  Mannerisms?)

What does the character fear?

Does the character have a secret that they have been keeping?  What is it?
